Lack of serum neutralizing antibody against poliovirus in patients with juvenile distal spinal muscular atrophy of upper extremities.
Serum neutralizing antibodies for type 1, 2 and 3 poliovirus were studied in 15 Chinese patients in Taiwan with juvenile distal spinal muscular atrophy of the upper extremities and 15 age-matched normal subjects. Significantly lower serum antibody titers were found in the study group, suggesting that patients with this chronic focal form of acquired motor neuron disease are, to some degree, immunologically unresponsive to the neutralizing epitope of poliovirus.